
Extract from Executive Board 22 March 2016 

 
The Board considered the Portfolio Holder for Schools’ report detailing the proposals 
to expand Fernwood Primary and Nursery School from an 840 place school to a 
1050 place school from September 2016.  
 
A four week consultation on the proposed expansion ran from 21 September 2015 to 
18 October 2015, engaging parents, carers, staff, governors and community 
members. The proposals for the expansion of Fernwood Primary include the 
provision of four Key Stage 2 Classrooms which will allow the school to continue to 
grow by 30 reception pupils each year until all seven year groups are full. 
 
RESOLVED to 
 
(1) approve the expansion of Fernwood Primary and Nursery School from 

an 840 place school to a 1050 place school, from September 2016; 
 
(2) approve the allocation of £1.250 million of funding, as set out in section 

4 of the report, for the expansion of Fernwood Primary and Nursery 
school, noting that £0.750 million has already been approved in March 
2016 for two classrooms (Delegated Decision reference 2370); 

 
(3) approve the procurement of the works as set out in the Business Cases 

in Appendix A; 
 
(4) delegate authority to the Head of Legal Services to enter into contract 

following the procurement process, subject to the project being within 
the agreed budget envelope. 

 
Reasons for decision 
 
Fernwood Primary is an outstanding school, very popular and oversubscribed with 
significant waiting lists across the year groups. As a result, more places are needed 
to meet the significant increase in the number of local children requiring a school 
place.  
 
The number of catchment children for Fernwood Primary has increased significantly 
since September 2014 and to support this, the School has admitted an additional 
Reception class this year to accommodate the additional catchment children 
requiring a school place but a longer term solution is needed. 
  
Other options considered 
 
No other options were considered at this stage as they were considered earlier in the 
process and presented in the Executive Board report approved at the December 
2015 meeting. 
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